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by unreal problems about fractions of men doing parts of a job in strange and devious times. Freed from these, it should be reinstated, beginning as early as grade 5 with suet simple exercises as those shown below and progressing to the problems of food values, nutritive ratios, gears, speeds, and the like in grade 8.
John is 4 years old.
Fred is 6 years old.
Mary is 8 years old.
Nell is 10 years old.
Alice is 12 years old.
Bert is 15 years old.
Who is twice as old as John ? Who is half as old as Alice ? Who is three times as old as John ? Who is one and one half times as old as Nell ? Who is two thirds as old as Fred ? etc., etc., etc.
Alice is .... times as old as John. John is .... as old as Mary. Fred is .... times as old as John. Alice is .... times as old as Fred. Fred is .... as old as Mary. etc., etc., etc.
Finally it should be remembered that all improvements in making arithmetic worth learning and helping the pupil to learn it will in the long run add to its interest. Pupils like to learn, to achieve, to gain mastery. Success is interesting. If the measures recommended in the previous chapters are carried out, there will be little need to entice pupils tc take arithmetic or to sugar-coat it with illegitimate attractions.